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ROOMS WANTED 


= 312,000 __ 4 
+8,881,000. § 


OW to fit plus 8,881,000 children into minus 312,000 

classrooms was the problem facing the United States 
back in 1952, when the last official school count was made. 
The children existed. The classrooms did not. Since then, 
while some school building has been going on, children of 
school age have also increased. The lack of classrooms today 
is estimated at 340,000. 

A huge proportion of the school-age population is now 
being taught, and being trained for tomorrow’s uncertain 
world, in makeshift and improvised buildings. Some of these 
are firetraps, most are poorly lighted, 
poorly heated, and without modern sani- 
tation facilities. Crowded conditions in 
schoolrooms are forcing many of our chil- 
dren to attend school on a part-time basis. 

The whole nation has seen this crisis 
developing. Every state in the Union 
is building schools this year and 60,005 
classrooms will be completed throughout 
the country. But this will hardly make a 
dent in the present need. Growing enroll- 
ments will mean more students, fewer 
classrooms, for vears to come. 

The President, on February §, told 
Congress in his Aid-To-Schools Message 
that the present classroom shortage is 
an emergency situation justifying some 
federal aid. But he said long-term solu- 
tions to school financing should come from 
the state conferences on education (many 
have already been held), to be climaxed by 
the White House Conference on Education 
scheduled for next November. 

Some members of Congress had already come to a similar 
conclusion, that a state of emergency existed in the public 
school system and could be met only by federal funds. The 
Senate Labor and Public Welfare Committee had completed 
hearings on five bills by January 31. These were aimed at 
direct federal grants to the states for school construction. 
One bill (8S. 5) proposed spending $500 million a vear for 
two years. Another (8. 480) stated that, “While the Con- 
gress recognizes that responsibility for educating our chil- 
dren lies primarily with the states and local communities, 
the current shortage of classrooms results from abnormal 
conditions during the past 25 vears and constitutes 
a threat to the security and welfare of the nation as a 
whole. The national interest requires the federal govern- 
ment join with state and local governments in solving this 
pressing problem.” It authorized appropriations to state 
agencies for school construction over a six-year period. 

The President’s proposal called for a program of federal, 
state, and local spending of $7 billion in the next three years 
for school building. About $1,120,000,000 would come from 











Emergency Alarm 


Herblock in The Washington Post and Times Herald 


the federal government, all but $220 million of which would 
be repaid to the Treasury. 

The points of the President’s program which he asked 
Congress to authorize are: (1) Federal purchase of some 
share of school bonds (to be determined by a percentage 
formula) issued by communities unable to sell the bonds 
“at a reasonable rate” (defined as a maximum of 3% per 
cent), up to $750 million for fiseal 1956, 1957 and 1958. 
(2) Federal support, matched by the states, of a lease-pur- 
chase plan by which state school building agencies would 
build schools and rent them to school districts until both 
principal and interest were repaid and in most cases the 
districts took title to the buildings. Appropriations would 
be made to create an initial reserve fund 
in each state building agency equal to part 
of one year’s payment on principal and in- 
terest on the bonds issued. This sum is 
estimated at $150 million, to be matched 
by the states and repaid by the districts. 
(3) Grants-in-aid of $200 million over a 
three-year period for school districts finan- 
cially and/or legally unable to issue bonds 
or take part in a lease-purchase program. 
(4) Federal payment of half the adminis- 
trative cost of state programs designed 
to work out long-term solutions of school 
problems, to be financed by an appropria- 
tion of $20 million for a five-year period, 
limited to $5 million in the first year. 

Eighteen Republican Senators are spon- 
soring 3. 968 which would carry out this 
program, and identical bills have been in- 
troduced in the House. A series of four 
hearings on these bills was held in Febru- 
ary by the Senate Labor and Public Wel- 
fare Committee. Public school educators 
and school groups expressed unfavorable views on the 
Administration approach. Witnesses claimed that some 
states would be compelled to amend their constitutions 
before they could conform to the provisions of the plan, 
that many states have reached the limit of their borrowing 
authority, and that the specter of federal control lurks in 
the complicated setup necessary for qualifying for aid 
under the bill. 

The question of limiting participation in any school con- 
struction program to states which are following the Supreme 
Court decision on integration was brought into the hearings. 
The feeling among most members of Congress is that if 
such an attempt is made, there is little likelihood that school 
aid legislation will be enacted this year. 

The Red Queen whom Alice met on the other side of the 
Looking Glass, made a remark which seems pertinent: “You 
see, it takes all the running you can do to keep in the same 
place. If vou want to get somewhere else you must run 
at least twice as fast as that!” 





* CONGRESSIONAL SPOTLIGHT x 


TRADE: The House passed H. R. 1,* extension of the Trade 
Agreements Act, Feb. 18, by a roll call vote of 295 yeas, 110 
nays. Passage followed rejection, by a vote of 199 yeas, 
206 nays, of a recommittal motion which would have required 
mandatory acceptance by the President of Tariff Commission 
recommendations under the esc ape clause. The Senate Finance 
Committee has scheduled a series of hearings on the bill begin- 
ning March 2. 


UNEMPLOYMENT: The Senate Committee on Labor and 
Public Welfare has set up a Subcommittee to make an investi- 
gation of causes of unemployment in the coal, oil, railroad, 
glass, pottery, clothespin, farm machinery, and textile industries. 
(These are industries that claimed injury from imports 
in testifying before the House Ways and Means Committee 
on H. R. 1*) Members of the ~~ are Senators 
Neely (D., W. Va.), Lehman (D., N. Y.), and Bender (R., 
Ohio). 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS: A Senate Foreign 
Relations Subcommittee, headed by Sen. Mansfield (D., Mont.), 
is holding a series of hearings on technical assistance programs. 
Report date, January 1956. 


U. N. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE: The House Appropria- 
tions Foreign Aid Subcommittee held a closed hearing Feb. 24 
on the President’s request for $8 million to complete the U. 8. 
contribution to the U. N. Technical Assistance program through 
June 1955. 

D. C. HOME RULE: Senate District of Columbia Committee 
ended public hearings Feb. 22 on S. 669,* to provide an elected 
Mayor, Council and Board of Education for the District. Ten 
Senators and 23 leading D. C. citizens endorsed the bill. 


* Indicates League support. 





PROPOSED BUDGET 1955-56 


EXPENDITURES 
General Administration 
Board of Directors . $10,900 
Committee Meetings Seaseiciatnit : 1,400 
Wy GOPENO 5... cece cece eee eee «=D 
Salaries ps 46,467 
Fees (Auditor and —- roe ee ee 850 
Public Relations ; 
Affiliations , 
*Council or Convention 
Cost : 
Less Registration 


Pre-Convention Costs 


Capital Expenditures 
New Equipment 


*Publications 
The National Voter 
Publications (Cost & distr.) 
Publications Service & 
Special Subscription Service 46,875 
Salaries Cee 


. $31,900 


$132,040 
..—85,500 46,540 


Total Costs 
Less Sales $46,540 
Field Service 
Travel, plus tools for new Leagues $12,100 
Salaries ...... aie’ : 28,397 


SE ne ; ai re $179,249 


$40,497 





INCOME 


League Support 

New Leagues : 

Interest on Auxiliary. Income Fund 
Interest on Reserve Funds 
*Publications 

Withdrawal from Reserve Funds 





TOTAL 


*In and out items: Net figure appears only on expenditure side when 
operation shows a loss. If a profit were made, net figure would appear 
only on income side of budget. 





From the 


PRESIDENT’S Desk 








HIS is another episode in a story we began two years 
ago on “The Budget and How It Changed Its Form.” 
Someone has suggested the following analogy: “The human 
figure to be appealing must be trim. It must radiate health 
and vigor in its disciplined lines, and to be properly appre- 
ciated must be suitably dressed in garments cut to bring 
out its good points.” Budget figures are somewhat alike. 
Before the 1953 Council meeting, when the League looked 
at the budget it saw a well-developed figure, no longer youth- 
ful or perfectly proportioned, but with increasing strength 
and vigor to recommend it. Its maturing charms, however, 
were none too evident in the shapeless model in which it 
appeared. No one gave it a second look. Some good design- 
ing and a little dieting were in order; meanwhile a new line 
could show the figure to better advantage. 

The new budget form in 1953 attempted to do this. While 
the budget did not shrink that year, better designing re- 
vealed the basic structure of the League in action. We 
began to see the true proportions of administrative costs, 
publications costs, field costs. 

The next year we tried hard to reduce the budget, but 
it was not the right time. The grewth of new Leagues in 
the western states had increased our stature: sustaining 
them throughout their early development made the main- 
tenance of a bigger budget a “continuing responsibility.” 

The 1955-1956 proposed budget does show an actual re- 
duction of $11,380 in expenditures. The total reduction 
appears even larger because of clearer accounting which 
balances against publications income all costs of publica- 
tions including related salaries and THE Vorer. This pro- 
duces a smaller net budget and reveals that publications 
operate at a loss. Field service shows the biggest reduction, 
due not so much to a cut in services as to partial realignment 
of staff costs to other functions, and reduced cost to the 
League of field work by Board and staff in conjunction with 
the Freedom Agenda Program. No major changes are 
reflected in other items. The amount for THe Vorer will 
produce the same as in 1954-1955—16 two-page issues. 

Another change appears on the income side. No amounts 
are shown for League support or withdrawals from Re- 
serves. This year each state League will determine its 
pledge without a suggestion from the Budget Committee. 
These pledges will be reported at the Council meeting in 
April, when delegates will discuss the issues involved in ‘this 
budget and will help determine the exact figures to be 
presented for adoption, including the amount from Reserves. 

This budget, we believe, gives a clearer picture of the 
relationship between activities planned and real sources 
of income. It is aimed at bringing the two into better 
balance. How well this is accomplished will depend upon 
your delegates’ choices at Council and the extent to which 


League support closes the gap. 
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